SUMMARY A balanced translocation t(8;9) (pll;q34) was present in the peripheral blood, bone marrow, and spleen cells of a patient with Ph negative chronic myeloid leukaemia. Subsequent transformation into acute leukaemia was associated with the emergence of trisomy 8 and der(8)(8qter-*cen--*8pll::9q34-> 9qter). This is the third reported case of t(8;9) (pll;q34) and raises the question of the role of c-abl in the pathogenesis ofthis myeloproliferative disorder.
Chronic myeloid leukaemia (CML) is a clonal disease with well defined clinical and haematological features. The initial chronic phase has a median duration of There was an increase in the number of granulocyte and macrophage colonies and clusters together with reversal of the colony/cluster ratio, and the absence of erythroid growth was observed on each occasion. There was a preponderance of pure basophilic colonies as demonstrated by MGG and Alcian blue 6 We are currently studying the cells of this patient using blot hybridisation with the human c-abl probe. The patient described in this report illustrates the differences in the clinical, haematological, and probably molecular behaviour of patients with Ph negative CML from those who possess the Ph chromosomal abnormality.
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